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ActionAid Ethiopia

ActionAid Ethiopia (AAE) is member of
the ActionAid International Federation.
It envisions a poverty free Ethiopia
where every person lives in dignity
and prosperity through empowering
communities to create change for
themselves. It has been supporting the
implementation of various development
works in Ethiopia since 1989.

AAE aims at strengthening the
organizational capability of people
living in poverty and supports efforts
towards achieving their development
and humanitarian/emergency priorities.
It works in partnership with community
based organizations, local NGOs,
the government as well as other
development players.

Currently, ActionAid works across six
regional states to support them modeling
in the poverty eradication process.

This issue of our bi-annual Newsletter
carries news briefs and change stories
from various intervention areas. Stories
pertain to the organization’s priority
areas of engagement.

AAE on Radio Fana

A weekly radio programme
entitted ‘Setoch Simeru’ that
highlights impacts of AAE’s women
development works has been on
air through Radio Fana for over
eight months now. The broadcast
focusing on AAE’s works on
building women leadership
capabilities in various sectors is
transmitted every Sunday after the
10:00 AM morning news.

The women’s
live testimonies
on changes
achieved
due to AAE’s
intervention
and their
empowerment
towards sharing
powerathomes,

Name of Organization
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Name: ....cccocceveeeiiiinien
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City/Town /Country: ......

organizations and communities have
motivated listeners.

A workshop organized to review
the first six months deliberation
witnessed that the programme was
powerful, attractive and motivating.
The nation-wide broadcast has so far
focused on AAE supported women’s
success stories as change agents
exemplary in social and economic
development at household and
community level.

Please fill and send this form to regularly receive a copy of this
publication

Jemal Ahmed is appointed as the
4th Country Director of ActionAid
Ethiopia. He has assumed the
position as of November 1, 2012.
Jemal started his career in ActionAid
Ethiopia in 1994 as food security
manager and later served as a
programme support manager.

Just before his appointment as
AAE Country Director, Jemal
was ActionAid Pakistan Country
Director. He had also been part of the
ActionAid International team, served
as Country Manager of the Support
for International Partnerships against
AIDS in Africa (SIPAA) based in
Ethiopia and later as international
programme manager for the multi-
country STAR Project funded by the
European Commission.

Jemal further played key role in Asia
Region since 1999 as director for the
UNAIDS supported Asia Technical
Support Facility (TSF) programme,
a collaborative partnership between
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ActionAid International and UNAIDS.

Jemal replaced Dr. Retta Menberu who served ActionAid Ethiopia as a
country director for the previous five years.

Jemal has a BSc Degree in Agriculture from Addis Ababa University, MSc
in Irrigation Development from the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne, UK,
and a post-graduate qualification in “Policy, Planning and Intervention on
Food Security in Africa” from the Institute of Development Studies at the

University of Sussex, UK.




The International Child
Sponsorship and Supporter Care
(CSSC) Annual Meeting was held
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 12- 18
November 2012.

The meeting was aimed at
enhancing understanding of the
shared accountabilities relating to
Child Sponsorship and to further
build staff capacity to deliver on the
changing operational environment
both at market and programme
levels.

ActionAid Ethopia Country
Director, Jemal Ahmed
welcomed representatives of the
international Child Sponsorship
& Supporter Care (CSSC)
community, programme and other
functional Intenational secretariat
staff who were in the attendance.
The 80 participants were drawn
from almost all countries where
ActionAid operates.

AAE hosts international meeting

Addressing the meeting, Jemal
said, “This meeting takes
place in challenging times of
declining regular income. Despite
difficulties they are facing, our
supporters have maintained
their commitments to continue
supporting our development
mission.”

“ This dictates that we pose
questions whether we too have
gone miles to improve quality
of our work in child message
collection, child profile, and
timely submission of reports
, meaningful integration of
sponsorship and program where
children are considered during
design, monitoring and impact
assessment of our program
works. In so doing we retain
our supporters. We also need
to review to what extent our
engagement with supporters is
innovative to be champions on
promoting our mission.”

AAE has new strategy

ActionAid Ethiopia’s fourth Country Strategic Plan (CSP V), that guides
the country programs’ entire work from 2012 — 2017, was launched in

November 23, 2012 .

AAE’s Mission objectives for the period under review include:

Mission Objective 1: Improved livelihood and resilience of people
living in poverty through engaging in sustainable
agriculture and enhanced capability of managing

risks

Mission Objective 2: Organized and empowered people living in
poverty to influence and secure quality public

education

Mission Objective 3: Empowered women

and girls to protect

themselves from violence and HTPs, and
improved economic alternatives

Mission Objective 4: People living in poverty are organized and
empowered to influence the responsiveness
of the public sector and secured quality basic

services

No more Impunity
By Bethel Terefe

Perpetrators of violence can no longer
act with impunity in Yem special
Woreda of the South Region, thanks to
the creation of a women watch group
against violence.

For instance, in October 2012, in
Kerewa Kebele of Yem special Woreda,
an eighth grade girl went out on her
usual errand to collect firewood. An
older man followed the girl to the field
and tried to rape her. The girl, who was
luckily strong from doing hours of hard
domestic work, was able to thwart his
attempt and run home and informed her
family.

Initially the man denied the accusations
when her family confronted him about it.
But then he was taken to the community
elders.The perpetrator confessed that
he attempted to rape the girl.

The Kebele community had earlier
issued local by-laws to punish those
committing acts of violence following
sensitization events carried out in the
community by women watch groups
with the support of Actionaid. Idir leaders
and traditional and religious leaders
had suggested lists of punishments
for different acts of violence. These
were endorsed by the community.
Accordingly, the perpetrator was fined
to pay 700 birr, to the community Idir.

The community watch groups organized
and trained by ActionAid, however
,decided took take the case to the law,
believing the punishment given out by
the elders was not enough. Hence,
they approached the Coordinator of
the Gender Mainstreaming Directorate
in Yem Woreda Women and Children
Affairs Office where they reported
the case. she confirmed to the waich
group this is a criminal case that should
be taken to court. The watch group
then brought the girl together with
the Kebele police with the evidence
of the perpetrators confession to the
legal affairs expert in the same office,
who helped them take the case to the
prosecutor’s office.

The perpetrator is now in custody and
thanks to the effort of the women watch
groups people committing violence
against women and girls can no longer
act with impunity.
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AAE accelerates development in Yem community

A new women led water and sanitation project and a school block were
inaugurated in Yem, October 8 — 9, 2012.

The 8.3 million birr water and sanitation project benefits 6,100. So far, 22,
112 people from the special woreda are benefiting from AAE supported
potable water facilities.

The inaugurated water scheme includes two deep water wells, with
respective pumps and generators, 13km long water pipe line, tanker with
holding capacity of 50, 000 m3 of water and many water kiosks. The
project also includes three public latrines, three cloth washbasins, 354
hand washing stands and 550 family latrines built across Fofa town. One

of the two deep wells was constructed by the regional government while its
accessories are availed by AAE, according to Yemataye Tessema, the Yem
Development Area Coordinator.

The Fofa Town Women Water Development Association is in charge of
managing the scheme and availing the service to inhabitants of Fofa town
and its environs. The association is led by a governing board and has
general assembly. It has also organized a coordination office led by a female
coordinator. The Yem DA had organized exposure visit to the association

so that board members capture experience from their counterparts in Vicky
Lera Women Water Development Association.

Realization of such institutions has demonstrated replication of ActionAids’
efforts to promote women'’s leadership of institutions to challenge traditional
thoughts that undermine women’s leadership potentials besides addressing
peoples’ immediate needs.

The inauguration of the facilities coincided with the Yem community’s
new-year celebration and inauguration of other government constructed
facilities.

The ActionAid supported school block inaugurated on the occasion
accommodates 248 more students in Saja town of the Woreda. This and
previous ActionAid supported extension works made the upgrading of the
1-4th grade elementary school to 1-8th grade.

AAE has also invested for the construction of the school block and additional
furniture such as student desks, teachers’ tables, chairs and shelves.
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A fora to learn, exersise
management

For Semaynesh Gebretsadik,40 and
fellow women in Fofa town of Yem
Special Woreda, the drinking water
project has created opportunity to
learn and exersise management.

Semaynesh, a mother of three states
that the new drinking water facility
has been more than a relief from
physical wariness, worries about
night walks in search of water in
the wilderness and beyond sparing
family members’ from ill health due
to water born diseases.

“We went in groups to prevent
attack by wild animals and other
inconveniences. At the spring we set
fire to chase hyena and for warmth
against the chilly weather of the
nights. We had to wait until everyone
fills her Jerican from a scantly spring
or a pond as we could travel back
home only in groups. It is a total
bliss, now | have only to walk three
to four minutes to the water point.
We had to walk up to one hour to
and from the unprotected water

sources during the dry season. We
no more need to stay awake and trek
in search of water during the nights,”
Semaynesh said.

Semaynesh noted that the
confidence and skills she and fellow
women developed as members of
the women addociation surpasses all
the benefits she already mentioned.

Semaynesh is one of the 60 women
organized in to the Fofa Women
Water Development Association.
‘I am in a team entrusted with
the responsibility of ensuring the
sanitation of the water points and the
surrounding,” she said adding that
the training and day to day activities
as well as the follow up, maintenance
and other activities around the
water points have given women
the belief that they can play bigger
management and coordination roles
out of home.

The water and sanitation project
was materialized through close
collaboration of AAE, the local
communities and Woreda
administrations.




AAE- Partners national PRRP

AAE and its partners’ participatory Review and Reflection
Process (PRRP ) was held 21 to 22 February 2013.

The PRRP brought about community and government
representatives as well as AAE staff discussing the
organization’s 2012 performance, as well as the relevance and
sustainability of its works. The meeting also reviewed AAE’s
2013 plan and drew important lessons.

The meeting was opened by Jemal Ahmed, AAE CD who briefed
participants on intents of the PRRP. Presentations on AAE’s
engagements, gallery walk viewing DA’s and department/Unit
engagements and achievements, reflection and discussions
on areas of consideration in AAE’s partnership engagements
and Core elements of the new country strategic plan, the
organization’s future directions and  priorities as well as
budget for 2013 were among the issues discussed during of
the meeting.

Presentations and related questions were followed by
discussions including on whether AAE’s interventions have
been sustainable and if PRRP has been assimilated in the
working modalities of the community organizations and Local
governments in the areas AAE intervenes.

Responses to these questions’ of AAE and partners’ staffs as
well as representatives of community organizations capitalized
on positive impacts of AAE’s interventions in these areas.

That AAE’s training package and financial support have given
women and men in poverty skills and confidence to improve
their livelihoods are evidences of the sustainability of its impacts
on economic developmet, according to the participants.

People were organized in to saving and credit cooperatives and
other forms of community based organizations that enabled
them to discuss and solve their common problems.” Peasants
in my area found it difficult to own cattle due to Tse Tse fly
that infected them with a killer disease. Thanks to ActionAid,
these days, the community has been enabled to control the
killer flies and own oxen with which they plough their plots.
Currently, most of us have cows that provide us with milk. We
also have plenty of flocks, ” said a participant from Yem.

An attendant from Itang intervention area in Gambella
Regional State responded to the second question saying that
the Itang community enquired civil servants to ensure their
public accountability through review and reflection meetings
like those carried by ActionAid and partners’ staff.

Also among AAEs activities the participants applauded as
good practices were, initiation and development of community
participation in respective development areas, the facilitation of
community ownership of social organizations and development
undertakings as well as the initiation of organizations led by
women and of mainstreaming women development in all its
antipoverty initiatives.

Fetura stands against early marriage
by Muluken Arefaine

In Genda Oromo village of the Kombolcha
district, 14-year-old Fetura Mohammed was
appalled to learn that her father had arranged
for her to marry an older man.

“l was shocked when | heard his plan because
my aspiiration was to complete my education
and have my own job before getting married,”
said Fetura, adding that she was well aware
of the “physical and psychological health
injuries that girls who marry at early age face
and about the law that protects girls from early
marriage.”

Fetura learnt about the laws protecting girls
through a school-based club that raises
awareness among students around customary
traditional practices such as child marriage,
female genital mutilation and polygamy, which
are prevalent where she lives.

According to the traditions of her community,
staying unmarried until age 16 is a serious
taboo and brings disgrace to girls and parents.
On the other hand, Kombolcha DA has been
teaching about legal provisions and helping
women get organized into watch groups.
Through these watch groups, women have
been taking collective action to raise public
awareness around child marriage, identifying
such cases, and linking them to concerned
bodies in collaboration with traditional or
religious leaders, school clubs and local
institutions.

Fetura tried hard to convince her father not to
push her into marriage, but he refused saying,
“teaching a girl has no merit.” Frustrated Fetura
took the action of informing friends who
were members of the Anti-HTP club and her
teachers. The school principal’s interventions
failed, as Fetura’s father insisted that he had
the right to do as he wished with his daughter.
Her teachers then joined with the women’s
watch groups and local leaders in the locality,
taking the case to the district court. Fetura
bravely testified against her father, who was
informed by the court of girls’ entitlement to
education and the legal age for marriage,
as well as the legal consequences of child
marriage. He was finally convinced and
allowed her to continue her education.

Since the beginning of 2009, a total of 655
women have been trained and organized into
78 watch groups in 10 districts. In Kombolcha.

See Fetura... on page 10
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Birth of CBOs Union; a plus to AAE’s achievements
By Yaekob Metena

December 3, 2012 heralded the transformation of community based
institutions into their next level organization in Kemba Development area.
The day marked the formation of the Kemba Minch Saving and Credit
Cooperatives Union which is a step forward in AAE’s efforts to further
strengthen agencies of people who live in poverty.

The Union, made up of 11 basic saving and credit cooperatives, has 1,167
members. Seven of the cooperatives (five of them women cooperatives)
were initiated by the Kemba DA during the last seven years. The remaining
four were formed by the Woreda Cooperative Office.

Government representatives from the South Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples’ Regional State, Gamo Goffa Zone and the Kemba Woreda,
members of the basic cooperatives, all kebele administrators across
the district/woreda, general assembly members of the Union, AAE
representatives as well as other invited guests came together to celebrate
the event.

Regional and zonal government officials highly appreciated ActionAid’s
contributions in the fight against poverty in general and initiating community
based organizations in particular. They indicated that these instititons were
highly beneficial to low income groups specifically focusing on women and
people living in poverty.

Speaking on the occasion, a representative of Regional Cooperatives
Bureau mentioned AAE’s pioneering commitment in initiating the Dicha
Dawro Saving and Credit Cooperatives Union in 2004, the first of its kind in
the country at that time. Speakers from the regional and zonal government
side as well as community representatives further applauded efforts
made by AAE to realize women’s empowerment through ensuring their
representation in the cooperatives membership (44.6%) and promoting
them to leadership positions including in the governing board of the Union
(five out of seven are women). The chairperson of the Union is a woman.

During the occasion, all actors pledged support to further strengthen the
Union and its basic cooperatives. The Deputy Administrator of Gamo
Gofa Zone and ActionAid representative jointly laid foundation on the site
selected to construct office for the Union.

It is to be recalled that AAE recently celebrated the formation of similar
Union in Azernet DA and legalization of community based organizations
in Janamora intervention area in the North Region. So far, AAE has
transformed basic saving and credit cooperatives into Unions in Yem,
Gena Bossa, Azernet and Kemba intervention areas. Realization of these
next level institutions is crucial to form solidarity among agencies of the
people for collective actions and bring impact in the lives of people living
in poverty.

Besides celebrating these important achievements, building capacities of
the Community Based Organizations true and vibrant representatives of
the interest and aspirations of people living in poverty is an assignment
ahead us.
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March 8 celebration inspires
inward looking

AAE head office staff celebrated this
year’s International Women’s Day
on March 8; a celebration that has
inspired the need for more inward
looking and discussions on trends
and changes in gender norms
among ActionAiders.

Imparting learning taken from the
event, AAE CD Jemal Ahmed
said, “ Gender mainstreaming is
both a centre of this celebration as
well as a political agenda for this
country. governanance of power
relation between men and women
at individual, household, community
and national levels is key in these
discussions. Changing  norms,
attitudes and behavior on gender
starts from oneself. on the reflection
on how we handle gender issues
among ourselves as AAE staff
should continue even as we handle
gender equity at the community
grassroots levels.”

The celebrations started with a
brief introduction on International
Women’s Day and the theme for
2013 by Genet Abebe, AAE HROD
manager. This was followed by
presentation of a two minutes video
clip on gender norms.

A 20 —-minute staff debate on
whether “Gender Norms in the
Ethiopian society are /or are not
changing”, took a lion’s share of the
event. Judges appreciated debates

il




From destitution to role modelling

ActionAid’s six years in Ofla
Woreda,Tigray  Regional  State
have been time of unprecedented
economic and social transformation
for Birhane Alem and thousands of
other poor women who earlier lived
in destitution.

Birhan, 40 and her husband led a
hand to mouth type of life selling fire
wood when AAE entered Ofla . She
was one of the first beneficiaries of
the development programme.

“Six years ago, | had no asset
except for a piece of farm land that
| rented out as | couldn’t cultivate it
because | had neither seed nor oxen
to plough with. | sold firewood and
breaded hair of women around to
earn my living. We were not able
even to properly feed our only child
that a relative took to educate and
raise him,” she says.

What the family earned from renting
the land was their only source of
sustenance for four to five months.

When AAE came to Ofla | was
also selling ambasha, a kind of
homemade traditional bread, using
a loan of eight birr that | borrowed
from a neighbor. My husband used
to work as a daily laborer. Hence, |
was among the women selected for
AAE’s business skill training and
support. But when the kebele people
called me to attend a training and
to take credit, | hesitated because
| thought | wouldn’t be able to
repay the loan given as a startup.
However, people from the locality
administration approached me and
insisted that | take the money and
try the business as my name was in
the list of very poor people screened
and handed to AAE . Later, | was

convinced to take the loan and try
honey business. On this, AAE gave
me a bee hive and 200 Birr. They
also introduced me to people at the
agriculture office who advised me on
how to manage the business.

AAE had also provided me with
wax worth 3,000 Birr. Six months
after | embarked on beekeeping,
I managed to produce 12 kilos of
honey. By the end of the year, | sold
48 kilos. This earned me 50,050 birr.
| bought eight traditional hives full of
bees and got additional 17 modern
beehives as loan from the woreda.
Currently, | have already paid the
loan. Currently, | have a total of
34 beehives. My husband is a big
support to me although he falls ill
now and then.

I am now cultivating my land no
more rent it out, | earn up to 20
sacks of grain annually. Now my
family also owns 20 goats, 10 sheep
and two donkeys. My house is very
well equipped and | have more than
what | need to lead a decent life.

Birhan also said that she has become
a role model to one of her neighbors
and two of her brothers who have
already bought some beehives and
embarked on the business. “l used to
encourage people around but many
refrained saying honey business is
risky as the bee could fly away any
time. "She is adopting a girl child,
12, who helps her herding the flocks
after school.

Asked about her future plans and
aspirations, Birhan said she aspires
to become as rich as a honey
business man in her locality , who is
already a millionaire.

... March 8 celebration

on both sides but valued more the
group debated “gender norms are
not changing” for its evidence based
presentations, persuasiveness and
passion.

Presentation on the situation of
women globally and areas where
there is change and where change
has been far beyond reach was
made by Bethel Terefe, AAE Women
Development Coordinator.

Facilitating the final session of the
meeting Jemal picked a saying,
“‘women’s rights are political issues”
and triggered a discussion on what
this meant. The saying from one
of the brief films on the journey
/ struggle for ensuring women
development gave the staff insight
on how the politics or power relations
between men and women have key
role in determining the situation of

women.
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Water development associations’ leaders share
experiences

Leaders of AAE supported women water projects from various parts of the
country attended experience sharing in Azernet and Dallocha, 18 to 21
December 2012.

The group of women from the south, western and northern parts where
AAE intervenes converged to Adiss Ababa before they traveled together
to the Vicky’s and Dallocha Women Water Development Associations
(DAWWDA) in Lera and Dallocha towns of Gurage Zone in the South
State, respectively.

The exposure visit brought together 31 women leaders of water projects
and representatives of government offices having direct working relations
with the associations. Also community elders and members of the Dallocha
and West Azernet Woreda governments had joined the meeting at some
points.

The hosts, Vicky-Lera and Dallocha Women Water Development
Associations in the Southern State are the oldest and largest in terms of
number of people they feed. DAWWDA with 72 kms pipeline and 49 water
distribution points (kiosks) benefits a population of over 108,000 . Vicky’s
Women Water Development Project with pipe line of 26 kms benefits over
20, 000 people. It has 16 board members drawn from the seven localities
in the Woreda and a total of 147 general assembly members who are
exclusively women.

The plight of women due to water shortage was common to the areas of the
participants of the experience sharing. Shaik Abdurahmen shaik Wajo , a
community elder in Dallocha said DAWWDA spared women from burden
of carrying heavy jerry cans from distant springs. “Miscarriage was common
among Dallocha women as they had to walk long distance with heavy jerry
cans on their backs even when pregnant. A mother had named her baby
after river, Dijjo, as she delivered while collecting water there. Dijjo is a
grown up now. Another woman named her son, Ramesh after the name of
the person who used to be AAE’s Dallocha office administrator during the
construction of DAWWDA . This was meant to express her gratitude to AAE
and its leader at that time”.

These days, members of the water development associations are active
players in theircommunities economic, political and social activities beyond
the water projects. Seven of the DAWWDA board members have been
elected in to the woreda council. Many of the general assembly members
have been elected as kebele cabinet members. Similarly, a number of Vicky’s
board members participate in political activated in respective localities.
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“Dallocha women never attended
public meetings before AAE’s
intervention as it was not in our
culture. Besides, they had no time
as they spent four to six hours in
search of water, especially during
dry seasons. They had little time but
to manage the house chorus,” Sheik
Abdurahman noted.

Unlike in the past, however, currently
women at DAWWDA envision that
three years from now, they will
support initiation and maintenance
of many similar projects elsewhere
in the country.

“We have accumulated knowledge
and experiences to share even
beyond the visitors brought to us by
ActionAid. We aspire to be practical
partners in the government’s and
other development player's moves
to enhance women leadership at
water projects in other parts of the
country”, said Semira Assefa, the
project Coordinator.

From what most of the participants
uttered, the experience sharing
was inspirational. Many of them
went back home energized with
new learning that would help

improve management of respective
associations.




UK MPs meet community development players

Community representatives from AAE’s intervention areas in Oromiya and
the Southern State shared their life experiences as anti-violence workers to
a team of Parliamentarians from the United Kingdom.

The community members included religious leaders who challenged
the deep rooted practices of polygamy, female genital mutilation, rape
and abduction among respective faithful. School girls spoke on how they
mobilized respective school communities against the practices and women
watch group members explained how they have been modeling mobilizing
communities against the practices.

The MPs said that the forum gave them a taste of the trends of change taking
place in remote rural communities of Ethiopia due to AAE’s interventions.

AAE Women Development Coordinator, Bethel Terefe and Florence Richard
De Vesvrotte, Parliamentary Officer, of ActionAid UK facilitated the
meeting among UK PMs and AAE beneficiaries. AAE CD Jemal Ahmed,
Bethel and Florence Richard De Vesvrotte did the initial briefings while they
and the Programme Development Manager Yaekob Metena carried the
moderation and translation during discussions.

Among the community representatives was Zeineba, a ninth grader from
Azernet who challenged her father and succeeded in rescuing her younger
sister from FGM. As a representative of a school anti-violence club Zeineba
has also been mobilizing her school community against Violence Against
Women and Girls (VAWG).

Haji Shifa Kelile a religious leader from Azernet also told his testimonies
of how he played lead role teaching against VAWG during Friday religious
sermons. He has been challenging fellow religious leaders helping them to
change their attitudes and start teaching against VAWG.

Dirbe, a representative of girls’
club in a school in Seru, Oromiya
Region, has been part of a team
that rescued a fellow student
from early marriage. The team
of women watch group helped
the girl write a letter to the district
Women’s Affairs’ Office. The
Women’s Affairs Office intervened
and stopped her parents attempt to
marry her off as premature.

A story of a woman who said “no”
to the practice of widow inheritance
was also among those told of
on the ocassion. This woman’s
husband died and his younger
brother wanted to marry her as he
wanted to inherit her property and
because it has been a custom in
the community.

She refused to marry and sought
the help of the local government
when he tried to force her in to the
marriage. The lady now raises her
children on her own.

After the three hours dialogue with
the community members, the MPs
said the experience helped them
see things really working and that it
was inspirational. They noted that
the programme is on right track
and needs to be expanded to reach
larger communities.

Finally, The MPs also pledged to
take the message back to the UK
about how the programme was a
success.

Priorto the smaller group dialogues
with community members, the MPs
were given an overview of VAWG
in Ethiopia and ActionAid’s moves
to tackle this.
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AAE-Ministry of Women, Children and Youth
partnership

A team of ActionAid Ethiopia, ( AAE ) staff led by Jemal
Ahmed, AAE Country Director, Getachew Ali, North Region
Office Coordinator and Bethel Terefe, Women Development
Coordinator paid the Minister of Women, Youth and Children’s
Affairs a visit on February 4, 2013, to explore possible
opportunities for partnership.

Jemal opened the discussion briefing W/ro Zenebu on ActionAid’s
intents and works in general and AAE’s women development
engagements in particular. He noted that the ministry and AAE
have common objectives and that their joined efforts would help
making greater impact in the domain.

Following Jemal’s briefing, Bethel and Getachew took turns
giving the Minister more detailed highlights of AAE’s practical
women development engagements at national, regional and
woreda levels.

W/ro Zenebu on her part noted that women related works of the
ministry focus on economic empowerment, social empowerment,
capacity building of women’s affairs offices and mass women’s
associations at various levels and advocacy to reduce Gender
Based Violence & harmful traditional practices.

“About 60 percent of the Ministry’s work pertain to economic
empowerment of women”, W/ro Zenebu said adding that
partnership with AAE and other organizations would help
enhancing impact of interventions and avoiding duplication of
works.

W/ro Zenebu also said that the Ministry’s current efforts to
ensure more networking between various actors working on
women development. She noted the GO/NGO forum recently
formed as a fora, where NGOs like ActionAid can make use of
the opportunity to share their experiences and contribute for
learning in the sector. ActionAid expressed interest to support a
learning forum for multi-sector actors which may be linked to the
GO/NGO forum.

The Minister welcomed AAE’s partnership and expressed her
organizations commitment for strong work relations. The Minister
also expressed interest to see AAE’s women development works
on the ground and vowed to visit works in Janamora intervention
area in the near future.
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Fetura stands against ...

Continued from page 5

Here, there are 17 women watch groups
engaged with local leaders and school clubs for
the elimination of child marriage, challenging
customary practices used to justify it. As a
result, some of the male traditional leaders that
used to tolerate the practice are now working
towards its eradication, playing a crucial role as
agents of change.

Sheik Mohamed Hassen, a religious leader
in Kombolcha District, used to perform child
marriages without verifying whether the girl had
reached the acceptable age, something that
has completely changed. He affirms: “The first
thing to be asked is the age of a girl. If she is
under 18, | don’t allow the mar-riage. | identify
the age seeing her school card or asking her
parents about the time she was born. Then if
she is over 18 and willing to marry, | allow the
marriage.”

Change is visible in this community, girls are
becoming a catalyst for change and inspiration.

International Day of the Girl Child
commemorated:

By Kassaw Chekol

ActionAid Ethiopia colorfully celebrated the
international day of the girl child, 11 October
2012. Discussions on the occasion focused
on types of early marriage and factors fueling
Child Marriage, the laws governing early
marriage at national level and strategies to
combat the practice.

At the end of the International Day of the Girl
celebration, the AAE declared its determination
to contribute in ending the practice of girl
child marriage as part of its country strategy
commitments.

In Ethiopia, child marriage is outlawed
and international agreements and national
constitutions forbid the practice. Yet the
practice persists. The legal suitable age for
marriage is 18 although this is violated in rural
areas. .

Each year, Action Aid in conjunction with the
Ethiopian government rescue girls from early
marriage. From 2005 to 2011, the incidence of
girls’ married between ages 15 and 19 years

has declined from 27 to 23% (DHS, 2011).
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